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        Scottish Business Ratepayers Group
 MINUTE OF 
SCOTTISH ASSESSORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE &

SCOTTISH BUSINESS RATEPAYERS GROUP MEETING
Friday 19th August 2022 at 10:30, via MS Teams
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Present: 
Gary Bennett (GB), Heather Honeyman (HH), David Thomson (DT), Pete Wildman (PW), on behalf of the SAA.


Andy Boal (AB) of Shepherds, Graeme Howarth (GH) of Gerald Eve, Ken McCormack (KM) of Montagu Evans, Gordon Martin (GM) of Avison Young, on behalf of the SBRG.

1. 
APOLOGIES

There were no apologies and GB welcomed KM to his first SBRG meeting.
2.
MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING

2a.
Accuracy



The minute of the last meeting was approved. HH to upload to the Portal.                           

                                                                                                                           ACTION: HH
2b.
Matters arising not on the Agenda



HH confirmed the minute of the SBRG meeting of the 13th January 2021 had been uploaded to the Portal and that the SAA contacts list had been circulated to SBRG members.
3.
2005 REVALUATION
3a.
Lands Tribunal Cases – Progress and Issues


GB requested that any outstanding cases, which could be dealt with, be progressed. GM offered to contact team within Avison Young that deal with fixed line telecoms to see if any appeals could be taken forward.                                             ACTION: GM
4.
2010 REVALUATION
4a.
Lands Tribunal Cases – Progress and Issues


As with the 2005 LTS appeals, it was agreed that efforts should be made to progress outstanding 2010 appeals wherever possible. KM suggested he write to the LTS to establish what cases they consider to be outstanding.                            ACTION: KM
         GB confirmed he would reiterate to Assessors that outstanding 2010 LTS cases should continue to be progressed where it is possible to do so.                            ACTION: GB

5.
2017 REVALUATION
5a.   
Lands Tribunal/LVAC Cases – Progress and Issues

         It was discussed that the pressures of completing the 2023 revaluation could make progression of outstanding LTS cases challenging. GB advised that particular issues be raised directly with the relevant Assessor.
         PW requested the supply of any information on custodial centres or glassworks. KM intends to pick up these appeals with Central Scotland in November. 

                                                                                                                            ACTION: KM
5 b.  Covid 19 MCC Appeals

It was noted that the Non-Domestic Rates (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Bill had now received Royal assent. Next steps in dealing with Covid 19 MCC appeals were discussed and SBRG members highlighted their concerns over potential professional negligence claims. The two week period up to the 2nd April 2020 was debated and it was suggested that some ratepayers may still wish to pursue their appeals even for this short time frame.PW and DT suggested appeals which were not to be pursued could be withdrawn to allow focus to be on areas of significance. SBRG members intend to message other agents regarding the Covid 19 MCC appeals.
                                                                                                                         ACTION: SBRG

         For clarity, PW confirmed the appeal disposal timetable for the 2017 Running Roll appeals. 

5c. 
ATMs

It was noted that Assessors are progressing the clearance of the ATM site appeals.GH advised that not all VAC secretaries had referred their ATM site appeals to the LTS so some administrative issues are being experienced. 

6.
2023 REVALUATION
6a)   AINs

      
DT advised that although central returns for AINs have been implemented, there can be delays with the process. He recommended that ,if any issues with duplicate AINs or reminder AINs are experienced, the local Assessor should be contacted as Assessors are continually trying to improve the process.
         GH enquired if return rates for AINs had improved since the implementation of the new process. GB advised that some Assessors staff were engaged in trying to obtain rent rolls directly and Civil Penalties were only starting to be issued, therefore the system is not yet fully embedded as the soft launch is still in place.
6b)   Pre-agreements of Value
   
GB noted difficulties in trying to reach pre-agreements timeously.GM raised pre-agreements with Police Stations and welcomed engagement. GB to feedback to Assessors on pre-agreements.                                                          ACTION: GB
7.      NON- DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2020

The Scottish Government’s process map was discussed and the SBRG confirmed that they had held a meeting to discuss this. SBRG members raised the need for clarity on the requirements of a proposal. HH noted that there would likely be different requirements depending on the context and basis of the appeal being made.

         GB advised that William McFarlane, Portal SRO, would be contacting AALS users to discuss the SAA’s intention to explore whether a bulk proposal submitting facility at the portal might be feasible.

          PW highlighted that Assessors were expanding the range of valuations available to be viewed at the Portal 
8.      VAC Transfer To SCTS
         GB advised that Assessors intended to transfer their outstanding appeals to the SCTS in due course.KM expressed concerns over the new appeals system and the difficulties in recruiting members for the Tribunal.
9.
AOCB
GM suggested holding a further meeting specific to the content of, and requirements for, lodging proposals once the SSIs were laid.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Date to be arranged once SSIs are laid.
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