High School Toolkit
This High School Toolkit has been developed by the Electoral Registration Office for Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and Stirling Councils, as a 3-lesson plan exploring registering to vote and democracy in Scotland. It also includes some other resources you may find useful during classes, assemblies or other school events/workshops.

Contents:
Register to Vote Powerpoints: Lessons/Assembly 1,2 & 3
Register to Vote Worksheets: Lessons/Assembly 1,2 & 3
Easy Read ITR Guide
Register to Vote Young People Poster
Get Ready to Vote Leaflet
Democra-Tree Poster
Feedback Form




Lesson/Assembly 1: 
Slides 1&2 – Introduction

Slide 3: A video featuring local MSYPs giving information on who can register to vote and how to do so. 
A class activity follows asking questions which are asked on the video. 

Slide 4-5: Question 1: How old do you have to be to register to vote?
Answer: 14
Notes: The minimum age to register is 14 years old. The Electoral Office sends out Invitation to Register (ITR) forms to all young people who we know have turned 14 once a year, so some young people may already have been invited to register. Young people are invited to register early so that there is time for their application to be chased prior to them reaching voting age, so they have more than one opportunity to register before they reach the age of 16. Invitations to register are chased at set intervals so inviting young people at 14 means that a full “chasing cycle” can occur before they reach 16. 
Slide 6-7: Question 2: What % of young people in Central Scotland are not on the electoral register?
Answer: 30%
Notes: If someone changes their name, they can apply to us for a change of name form, or they can make a new application in their new name. 
If they use a change of name form, we need to see evidence of the name change e.g. deed poll, marriage certificate. If they apply again, there is an option to provide a previous name. We understand that there are reasons why someone may not wish to give their previous name, but it does help us to remove their old name from the register and stop letters/poll cards being sent out in the wrong name. It also lets us know that they aren’t two separate people with the same date of birth. 
If someone under 18 has changed their name at school, we may be able to verify the name change using school data, so a new application in the new name may be best. 
Slide 8-9: Question 3: How long does it take to register to vote?
Answer: 5 minutes
Notes: You can register to vote online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
Slide 10: Democracy Timeline
Slide 11: Class activity with accompanying worksheet to work out the last date people can register to vote before an imaginary election. The 2024 UK Parliament General Election was called with the minimum of 6 week’s notice. 
There is a worksheet handout in the pack which corresponds with this slide. It could be beneficial to reinforce the benefits of registering to vote when there hasn’t been an election called, e.g. this hypothetical 25-day timetable covers school holidays, several religious festivals, and prelims/exam preparation time, which means registering to vote could be a lesser priority and people could accidentally miss out. You cannot register for an absent vote (e.g. a postal vote) until your registration has been processed, which means people could miss out if they have a holiday booked for the election day. 



Lesson/Assembly 2:
Slide 1: Introduction
Slide 2: Democracy in Scotland – a brief overview of devolution and the different areas of public life that are affected by different types of elections. The Electoral Commission has some good short videos which explain the different elections and how they work here: 
Local Councils (single transferrable vote): 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/resources/resources-young-people/who-responsible/local-councils/how-councillors-are-elected
How councillors are elected | Electoral Commission
Scottish Parliamentary Elections (proportional representation):
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/resources/resources-young-people/who-responsible/scottish-parliament
Scottish Parliament | Electoral Commission
UK Parliamentary Elections (first past the post):
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/resources/resources-young-people/who-responsible/uk-parliament
UK Parliament | Electoral Commission
Slide 3: How does politics affect me? 
Class activity – examine the illustration of an imaginary town and discuss the issues and initiatives. Discuss how these affect the residents and what residents might do to make changes.
Some issues might be: pollution and traffic from the city, roadworks, litter and graffiti in the parks, protests at the power station, small shops closing in favour of large retail parks/supermarkets, vandalism, sub-standard housing. 
Some initiatives pictured are free bus travel, education, NHS, new social housing, investment in leisure (badminton courts), installation of EV charging stations, planting new trees by the riverbank, litter-picking. 
The residents could volunteer to litter-pick or plant trees etc. They could write to their councillor or MP/MSP about an issue, they could sign a petition, join a protest, they could register to vote so that they can elect someone who represents their views.
Slide 4: Graph showing ways young people in Scotland have registered their thoughts on an issue, taken from the Life at age 17: initial findings from the Growing Up in Scotland study (Sweep 11). 
Discuss how answers from the previous slide compare and whether students have participated in any of the activities on the graph.
Slide 5: What can I vote in? – provides an overview of eligibility for voting in different types of elections held in Scotland. 
Note: Full time students who live at another address for their studies, can register at their home address as well as their term-time address. The gov.uk website gives the option to select “student” which means the person won’t be removed from their previous address if they provide it. 
Slides 7-10: The following slides show a map of the UK with some details about imaginary pupils. A click will reveal an outline of the areas the person is eligible to vote in, and an explanation will appear at the right-hand side. 

If they are eligible to vote in Scotland, it is outlined in blue, UK in orange, and if they can vote in all elections, it will show both outlines. 
An accompanying worksheet has been provided and the example pupils and explanations are the same. 
Slide 11: How to register to vote, with QR code linking to the gov.uk website. 



Lesson/Assembly 3
Slide 1: Introduction
Slide 2: Mythbusting: You can still register if you don’t have a National Insurance Number. 
Note: The electoral office can verify the ID of young people who attend school using school data. Occasionally, we may need to ask for documentation. The usual things would be a passport, or a birth certificate and pieces of addressed mail. In circumstances where the person doesn’t have documentation, a person of good standing in the community, e.g. a teacher, can provide an attestation to confirm the applicant’s identity. The person completing the attestation must be registered to vote. 
Slide 3: Mythbusting: You can register to vote if you are not a British Citizen
Note: Commonwealth citizens must have leave to remain in the UK. Citizens of Cyprus and Malta are also eligible to vote in UK parliamentary elections. 
Slide 4: Mythbusting: You can register to vote if you have lost your birth certificate. 

Slide 5: Mythbusting: There are other benefits to registering even if you don’t plan to vote.
Note: Credit companies are provided with a copy of the register and updates of any changes each month, so they can use it for credit checking. The most common query our office receives outside of an election is from people asking if they are on the register because it is affecting their credit score. 
Often, people don’t realise until they apply for credit that they have forgotten to register when they last moved house. You need to register to vote whenever you move. 
Class activity – Mythbusting worksheet has some of these and some other myths, and a creative activity for students to imagine they are an influencer tasked with encouraging their peers to register to vote.
Slide 6: Why should I vote? How does politics affect me? 
“If” video shows various scenarios likely to be relevant to students and that they are all linked to political decisions.
Note: The video could be used as a starting point to discuss the different types of election and how politics affects young people. 
Who makes the decisions in each point of the video? E.g. – free bus travel for young people – Scottish Parliament decision. Library & leisure centre opening – local councils etc. 
What do you think of how things are run? 
If you were in charge, what would you invest the most money in? 
How might this differ for someone who is in a different demographic e.g. a parent of young children? A retired person? 
It is important for people of all ages to have their say and they are currently not well represented as many are not registered to vote, or do not vote if they are registered.
Slide 7: Ways to Vote
An explanation of each of the choices people can make regarding voting methods.
Note: The Electoral Office deal with maintaining the electoral register and processing applications for absent votes, but the local councils are responsible for running the polling stations and issuing postal ballot papers. 
We receive a high number of applications from young people requesting a proxy vote, but most are not eligible. Anyone can set one up for a single election, e.g. if they are on holiday or working away on polling day, but a permanent one is reserved for people who have a reason that prevents them from attending the polling station. Most commonly, this is due to work or a disability. The form must be signed by someone who can confirm the reason, and it is 8 pages long! 
Slide 8: Benefits of Registering to Vote
One click will cause circles to bounce in with a different benefit in each.
Some of these benefits were provided by local MSYPs as part of a brainstorming session. 
“No stress to meet deadlines” – Scottish Parliament elections are normally in May during exam time. If students are registered and have chosen their voting method in advance, they can concentrate on their studies when the time comes. 
“You have the choice if and when you vote” – we commonly find that people don’t want to register because they don’t vote. It is everyone’s choice if they wish to register, but if they are not registered, they cannot decide to vote if they change their mind or feel strongly about something. You can be registered and choose to abstain from voting, but you then always have the choice. 
Slide 9: Short video featuring local MSYPs.
Slide 10: So I’ve registered to vote, what next?
Discussion about voting being a private choice, explanation of campaigning and the importance of checking sources to ensure information is reliable. 
Slides 11 & 12: 
Can you spot the AI images?
Answer: all 4 images were AI and it took less than 5 minutes in total to generate these from very simple prompts, using free software. More complex prompts from a paid service could produce more realistic images. 
Clues: Power Station: the cooling towers are close together and in a strange configuration – normally they would be in a straight line or square. The flame and smoke from the cooling tower look strange. 
Polling station: strange logos on sweatshirts, the shoe of the girl on the left appears to be the wrong way. Random pipes on the wall, some minor hand discrepancies. 
Kelpies: The pattern on the statues is very grid-like, without the gaps visible on the real structures. Buildings and cars behind them, rather than the canal. 
Stirling Castle: Much taller and with more windows than the real castle. All the buildings in the foreground are similar in architecture rather than a mixture. Lack of hills visible in the background. There is a motorway bridge in the left background. 
Slide 13: Our contact details and social media pages, where students can find reliable information about upcoming elections and deadlines.
Slide 14: Thank you.












